
  

Morning Order of Worship 
Sioux Center United Reformed Church 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 

OPENING OF SERVICE 
 * Call to Worship 
 * Prayer of Invocation 
 * God’s Greeting 
 * Psalm of Praise: 89B:1,2,8  My Song Forever Shall Record   
SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION 
  Call to Confession 
  Psalm of Confession: 22A:1,7,8  My God, My God, O Why Have You 

Forsaken Me? 
  Assurance of Pardon  
SERVICE OF GRATITUDE 
  God’s Will for Our Lives  
  Congregational Prayer 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 * Psalm of Preparation: 88:1,2,6,8  LORD, You Are the God Who Saves 
Me 

  Prayer of Illumination 
  Scripture: Psalm 88 
  Message: FAITH IN THE DARKNESS 
  Prayer of Application 
CLOSING OF SERVICE     
 * Psalm of Response: 62B:1,4  For God Alone My Soul Awaits  

  Offertory Prayer 
  Psalm of Thanksgiving: 92A  It’s Good to Thank the LORD 

   Offering: General Fund (received during song) 
 * Benediction 
 * Doxology: 563  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior   (unannounced) 
 
*Please stand if you are able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH IN THE DARKNESS  
Scripture: Psalm 88 
August 2, 2026 AM 
Rev. Jon Bushnell 

1. Faith Cries Out to God (vv. 1–9a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Faith Brings Its Questions to God (vv. 9b–12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Faith Holds Fast to God (vv. 13–18) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Personal and Family Devotions 
1. Do you think it is wrong to bring difficult questions and painful emotions to God? 

How does Psalm 88 challenge that assumption? 
2. Why is honesty before God an act of faith rather than unbelief? 
3. Why is it significant that Jesus entered the deepest darkness so that believers will 

never truly be abandoned? 
4. Psalm 88 ends with darkness, yet the gospel ends with an empty tomb. How 

should those two truths shape the way Christians face suffering? 
5. If God chose not to remove your present trial for a long time, what would it look 

like to remain faithful? 



 
 
 
 

 
  

WHAT DO WE DO THAT IS GOOD? 
Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 33, Q&A 91 
Scripture: Romans 11:33-12:21 
August 2, 2026 PM 
Rev. Jon Bushnell 

1. Where do good works come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How do we know what good works are? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why do we do good works? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Personal and Family Devotions 
1. Why do you obey God? Is it primarily out of obligation, fear, habit, or gratitude 

for his mercy? 
2. When you think about serving God, do you first think about what you must do or 

what Christ has already done for you?  
3. Why do we do them? 
4. Is there a command of God that you know but have been reluctant to obey? 
5. When you serve others, whose approval are you hoping to receive – God’s or 

people’s? 
6. How does remembering God’s mercy in Christ change the way you view 

obedience? 

Evening Order of Worship 
Sioux Center United Reformed Church 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TOGETHER 
 * Call to Worship 
 * Prayer of Invocation 
 * God’s Greeting 
 * Psalm of Praise: 145C  I Will Extol You, O My God 

TO AFFIRM OUR FAITH 
 * The Apostles’ Creed (pg. 851) 
 * Hymn of Response: 435:1,3,5  Not What My Hands Have Done 

TO PRAISE GOD 
  Psalm 17 
  Psalm of Praise: 17:1,3,5,7  O Hear My Righteous Plea 

FOR SERVICE OF GRATITUDE 
  Congregational Prayer 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 * Hymn of Preparation: 220  Give Praise to God 
  Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 33, Q&A 91 (pg. 888) 
  Prayer of Illumination  
  Scripture: Romans 11:33-12:21 
  Message: WHAT DO WE DO THAT IS GOOD? 
  Prayer of Application 

AND DEPARTS TO SERVE 
 * Hymn of Response: 226  O the Deep, Unbounded Riches 
  Offertory Prayer 
  Hymn of Thanksgiving: 429  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
  Offering:  Building Fund (offering received during song) 
 * Benediction 
 * Doxology: 100B:1,4  All People That on Earth Do Dwell  (unannounced) 
 
*Please stand if you are able 
 
 
 
 
 
 


